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Body 


Each of the leading mayoral contenders is promising to ease gridlock in Toronto. We asked three transportation 
experts to assess their platforms. 


Ana Bailão 
THE PROMISES 


Traffic: Implement stronger traffic-law enforcement and heavier fines; fast-track construction downtown and on the 
TTC; prohibit lane closures on Richmond, Adelaide and Dundas between Bay and Victoria while the Ontario Line 
subway is under development; impose steep penalties on companies leaving construction debris; and improve 
transit, including cutting fares for single rides on the 501 Queen streetcar and Scarborough Rapid Transit to $2 until 
the Scarborough busway is complete. 


Safer streets: Pilot traffic lights in school safety zones that "only turn green when drivers are at or below the speed 
limit." 


Cycling infrastructure: Fast-track bike-share expansion. Bailao hasn't released a plan for cycling infrastructure. 
(She says she's previously supported bike lanes "where they made sense.") 


EXPERT TAKES 

Shoshanna Saxe, associate professor in the University of Toronto's department of civil and mineral engineering: 
Any traffic solutions that don't involve other modes of transportation won't reduce traffic all that much, said Saxe. 
"The easier you make it to drive, the more people drive, the more traffic you have." In other words, aside from 
improving transit, Bailao's proposals to ease congestion "will not magically turn Toronto into a place where you just 
zip from one side to the other," said Saxe. 


Martin Horak, associate director of Western University's Centre for Urban Policy and Local Governance: 


Horak acknowledged that improved traffic management - which Bailao and the rest are all discussing - "can make 
a difference,but it's essentially a Band-Aid solution." The most effective fix? "Movepeople into other modes of 
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transportation." He added that if Bailão is serious about expanding bike-sharing, he'd expect her to promise more 
bike lanes. 


Brad Bradford 

THE PROMISES 

Traffic: Redeploy 200 parking enforcement officers to "key" intersections at peak hour, appoint a congestion relief 
commissioner to co-ordinate all construction and maintenance work, and accelerate the Gardiner East rebuild by 


permitting 24-7 construction. 


Safer streets: Install 200 new speed cameras, bringing the city's total to 275, and put all revenue from infractions 
toward road maintenance. 


Cycling infrastructure: Bradford hasn't released a cycling infrastructure plan, but has said he'll "advance 
infrastructure that unclogs gridlock and makes it safe for everyone to get around." 


EXPERT TAKES 

Steve Munro, Toronto transit historian, blogger and advocate: On Bradford transforming 200 parking enforcement 
officers into ad hoc traffic wardens: "Theminute you see the word ‘redeploy,’ you say, 'OK, what service doesn't 
happen anymore because you pick up the people and use them somewhere else?" As for the congestion relief 
commissioner, the city has created committees in the past that co-ordinate construction, he said. 

Saxe: Similar to Bailao, she believes Bradford's proposals can help "on the margins." But Saxe said she'd prefer if 
traffic laws were enforced using an automatic camera to avoid subjectivity. As for his congestion relief 
commissioner: "If you were really serious about congestion relief, what that commissioner would be doing would be 
talking about street design and better active transport and better public transport." 

Olivia Chow 

THE PROMISES 


Traffic: Better co-ordinate construction and improve TTC service. 


Safer streets: Reduce speed limits, expand community safety zones, increase automated enforcement cameras 
and push for road designs that "constrain vehicle speeds," according to CBC News. 


Cycling infrastructure: Chow hasn't released a plan, but said she's "committed to continuing improvements to keep 
cyclists safe." 


EXPERT TAKES 


Saxe: Chow (and every other candidate) has promised to better co-ordinate construction to avoid inefficient road 
closures, which Saxe said makes sense - but city hall already does that. 


Horak: "She's been relatively muted in general on the transportation file." He speculates that might be because of 
how divisive the topic is, particularly as it relates to bike lanes. Still, he notes that Chow, a longtime cycling 


advocate, hasn't provided any specifics on cycling infrastructure. 


Anthony Furey 
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THE PROMISES 


Traffic: Ask staff to work on a downtown drone system to get delivery trucks off the road; consider ferry service 
connecting east and west sides of the city to bypass downtown congestion; look to the private sector for "innovate 
gridlock solutions"; complete Ontario Line and Eglinton Crosstown before developing any new transit projects; 
remove concrete dividers and bike lanes on major streets, review closures of the Don Valley Parkway and Lake 
Shore Boulevard for special events, and keep the eastern portion of the Gardiner. 


Cycling infrastructure: Halt "outrageous" plans for new, dedicated bike lanes, including scrapping those on Bloor 
West, Eglinton, Sheppard and Kingston Road, and remove bike lanes on University Avenue. But Furey says he's 
"open" to creating new bike lanes off main thoroughfares with consultation from local businesses, community 
groups and cyclists. 


EXPERT TAKES 

Horak: "Well-used bike lanes reduce congestion rather than worsening it," he said. Horak added that Furey's 
thoughts on containing traffic include "some unworkable ideas." Specifically, delivery drones: "Studies have shown 
this is not workable in high-density areas of other big cities." 

Connecting eastern and western Toronto with ferries is "interesting but probably expensive and ineffective,” he 
added. Furey's push to focus on completing projects like the Ontario Line before moving on to new ones is 
"sensible," he said. 

Munro: Furey's ferry idea, which Munro said is being studied by Waterfront Toronto, is "doomed," partly because it 
would be difficult to find adequate ferry terminal sites that are accessible. As for pausing transit projects until the 


Ontario Line and Eglinton Crosstown are completed, Munro said that's a provincial decision. Plus, he added, work 
has already begun on such transit projects as the Scarborough subway extension and GO expansion. 


On bike lanes, Munro questioned Furey's claim that vocal cyclists have forced the city to build them: "All of the 
existing and proposed network was approved by a council dominated by suburban road advocates," he said, adding 
that this shows there's broad support, including among some businesses. 

Mitzie Hunter 


THE PROMISES 


Traffic: Better co-ordinate construction, and strictly enforce road restrictions with "traffic agents" and an Office of 
Traffic Management focused on bottlenecks. 


Safer streets: Increase the budget for the Vision Zero Road Safety Plan to address dangerous roads and establish 
more community safety zones, signage, crosswalks, sidewalks and school crossing guards. 


Cycling infrastructure: Hunter hasn't specified plans to improve cycling beyond "responsibly supporting 
enhancements to bike lanes, parking, bike-sharing." 


Road maintenance: Increase snowplowing budget by more than 10 per cent and double budget to fill potholes. 


EXPERT TAKES 
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Saxe: Saxe likes Hunter's commitment to fix the city's most dangerous roads. "Changing the infrastructure to make 
the streets safer is the most impactful thing we can be doing," she said. However, several Hunter proposals would 
only have a marginal effect: "None of these things are going to solve traffic, because lots and lots of people moving 
around by car takes up too much space. It's just very inefficient as a way to travel." 


Horak: Hunter's 72-page, "fully costed" platform budget should "give her some cred as somebody who's really done 

some work on the issue rather than just making promises without costing at all." Hunter's transportation plan 
focuses heavily on transit rather than traffic-management strategies, which Horak said isn't a "big minus." While 
those strategies are "not completely inconsequential," he said, "they're kind of small potatoes things in the big 
picture of transportation." 


Josh Matlow 
THE PROMISES 


Traffic: Create more "construction hubs" to "manage road safety and traffic" in construction-heavy areas; improve 
co-ordination of construction, including ensuring "no two adjacent thoroughfares are ever closed or limited" 
simultaneously; and invest in transit. 


Safer streets: Double funding to improve road safety over two years, prioritizing the redesign of the city's most 
dangerous roads; replace "request-based" system for road safety improvements with an automatic process to 
improve equity among neighbourhoods; prioritize redesign of the city's most dangerous roads over "behavioural 
modification measures" like signs and red-light cameras; and establish a rapid-response team to collect on-site 
collision data. 


Cycling infrastructure: As part of his Scarborough plan, Matlow has proposed multiple cycling and walking 
trails.More broadly, he said he'd create and fund a "complete and well-connected network of cycling infrastructure," 
funded through his proposed commercial parking lot levy, which he calls a climate action fund. 


EXPERT TAKES 


Munro: The mayor doesn't have the ability to guarantee adjacent streets aren't closed at the same time - or, as 
Mark Saunders has promised, to limit the number of closures at one time. "Some construction projects you can 
control." But what about a burst water main? Also: "To the extent that the agency that may be doing the closure is 
under city control, the mayor has influence. If it's an outside agency. Well, tough." Munro wonders if there's 
evidence to show construction hubs are effective. "Maybe they are working and things would be even worse." But 
he approves of Matlow's proposal to increase funding for Vision Zero, specifically making the system for road 
upgrades automatic rather than request-based. 


Saxe: Saxe assumes Matlow's promise to ensure no two adjacent thoroughfares are ever closed only applies to 
scheduled construction. Additionally, she likes Matlow's push to redesign unsafe roads. "There is a lot of work to do 
to make (Toronto) roads come up to global standards of safety," she said. 

Mark Saunders 

THE PROMISES 

Traffic: Raise traffic fines; deploy 200 traffic wardens to choke points; limit weekend road closures; prohibit lane- 


blocking permits downtown; limit the number of road closures at one time; require road construction downtown to 
work in double shifts during summer; open King Street to all traffic; expedite construction lane closures on 
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Richmond and Adelaide; create delivery truck zones on side streets; use Al and cameras to improve traffic flow and 
catch infractions; work with the province to expedite Ontario Line development downtown; and appoint a city official 
to better co-ordinate construction. 


Cycling infrastructure: Remove bike lanes on University Avenue, reverse the decision making them permanent on 
Yonge, "deprioritize" Bloor Street West expansion, and suspend all other cycling infrastructure expansion pending a 
"renewed approach" that emphasizes greater community consultation. 


EXPERT TAKES 


Saxe:"He doesn't seem to know very much about either transportation as a science or how transportation decisions 
are made," Saxe said. 


"He's claiming things that are false." Specifically, she said Saunders's suggestion that bike lanes were imposed 
with little consultation is "patently false." Saxe said bike lanes both contribute to businesses and ease traffic. If the 
city removed them, there'd "be more traffic, more congestion, more fatalities and more injuries on our roads." 


Munro: There's a lot of emphasis on downtown traffic, he noted. "Toronto is a lot more than the core area," he said, 
adding that this is something all of the candidates seem to miss. 


"If you want to talk about traffic congestion, recognize the fact that those long trips that people are complaining 
about, a lot of them are suburb-to-suburb trips." In response to Saunders's proposal to open King Street to all traffic: 
"You can't blame it on those goddamn streetcars." And, ironically, Munro added that as police chief, Saunders 
actually cut down on traffic enforcement. 
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